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To whom it may concern
Re: Submission - The Future of Local Government Review — Options Paper

NRM North is pleased to provide the following submission on the Future of Local Government Reform
Options Paper (December 2022) — Review Stage 2.

Having reviewed the Options Paper, NRM North has focused its submission on Reform Options 1.2 and 6.1
which are considered relevant to the future role of local government in taking a collaborative approach,
with regional organisations such as NRM North, to protect the environment and contribute to the future
management of natural resources for the social and economic benefit of the community.

The Northern Tasmanian Natural Resource Management Association Inc. (trading as NRM North) is one of
three formally recognised natural resource management organisations in Tasmania.

NRM North, which is governed by the Tasmanian Natural Resource Management Act, is a not-for-profit
organisation responsible for the planning, delivery, and implementation of integrated natural resource
management in northern Tasmania. We do this through developing strategic regional plans and targeted
programs that recognise the need to balance the environmental, economic and social needs of the
community. This provides leadership to ensure the sound management of the region's natural resources
and promotes partnerships with all stakeholders to determine appropriate investment and cost sharing
strategies.

In 2022, NRM North released its 2030 NRM Strategy for northern Tasmania, which identifies participation
as a key principle to achieve planning and implementation for natural resource management outcomes:

“Participation”

Actively establish and nurture partnerships and collaborations as the preferred operating arrangement for
the planning and implementation of regional, cross-regional and local NRM programs, projects and
activities.

Critical to the effective and successful delivery of natural resource management projects in the region is
collaborative planning and implementation through active involvement of individuals, communities,
organisations, businesses, and all levels of government, including local government.



With regard to the options proposed in the Local Government review, NRM North is generally supportive of
a planning framework as outlined in Reform Option 1.2 which would embed community wellbeing
considerations, including environment and climate planning and adaptation, into key council strategic
planning and service delivery to enable Councils to work collaboratively to respond to community issues.
Further clarity is needed as to how this framework would align with other frameworks and state-wide
strategic planning, including the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (UNSDGs) for example,
and Tasmania’s Sustainability Strategy which is in development.

Local governments in the northern region work effectively together with NRM North on a range of natural
resource management projects and programs, which provide opportunities for broader and coordinated
regional involvement in natural resource management. Examples of effective regional partnerships that
achieve significant environmental outcomes include the Tamar Estuary and Esk Rivers (TEER) Program, the
Tamar Estuary Management Taskforce (TEMT) and the Northern Tasmanian Waste Management Program
(NTWMP). Northern regional stakeholders, including local government, have a long history of successful
voluntary partnership, engagement, and coordinated planning and investment to improve the health of the
kanamaluka / Tamar estuary and Esk rivers catchment, which demonstrates the benefits of a collaborative
approach. Similarly, NRM North has recently entered a voluntary partnership with councils in the northern
region to host the NTWMP and the purpose of the program is to facilitate regional collaboration and
consistency in waste and recycling services and to implement regional projects in a cost-effective way.

In responding to the intent of Reform Option 6.1, NRM North is supportive of a collaborative approach
between councils in addressing issues such as sustainable natural resource management through shared
goals, policies, and strategies to deliver results at a regional scale, which is already successfully
demonstrated and achieving significant results in the northern region.

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the Options Paper and the proposed changes. | look
forward to receiving further information as the review progresses.

Yours sincerely
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Jo Fearman
Acting Chief Executive Officer




