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Re: Democratic Desert in the Northern Midlands ….. Future of Local Government Review - Stage 2 Options Paper 

Is it of concern to you that there is a democratic desert in the Northern Midlands? 

A story on the outcome of the election in the Northern Midlands Courier observed ….. “Representation from towns 
outside of Longford is minimal, ands no councillors cvome from the Ross or Campbell Town area” and that one of 
the Councillors lives in Sandy Bay. (story included below) 

When I add up the population of the towns, I find that 85 percent of voters in the Northern Midlands live in a small 
pocket of the municipality in the north near Launceston, around Longford, while 15 percent of the voters are found 
in the remainder of the Council area, which is rural. (see map below) 

The outcome of the election reflects this stark population disparity, with near all Councillors living near Launceston, 
and virtually no Councillors located south of Longford.  

The one Councillor resident south of Longford, The Mayor, uses a postal address in Longford, and I wonder if 
Councillor Knowles is now living in Longford. 

The reality of this outcome is a Council filled with people who spend more time in Launceston, than they would in 
Campbell Town. This means that urban based Councillors are making decisions for farmers and country towns. 

When the next election rolls around in 4 years, 90 percent of the voters, or more, may be living around Longford, 
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who will vote for a local candidate. 

Will anyone living south of Longford bother running in the next Council election for the Northern Midlands, when 
they see that they have little to no chance of being elected, no matter how much money they spend on placards, 
petrol and fliers, and no matter how many doors they knock on, when they see that the voter numbers are stacked 
against them, and they stand little to no chance of winning a seat on the Council. 

It is much tougher to campaign in a rural area, than it is in an urban area, where farm doors cannot be reached, and 
most country people no longer have letterboxes 

Is this democratic disparity in the Northern Midlands fair, or acceptable? 

The rural area of the Northern Midlands, south of Longford, is larger in area than the Southern Midlands 
municipality, but it has become a democratic desert because of a concentration of voters in the north voting for 
local candidates. 

The population growth in the Northern Midlands is set to continue, and even skyrocket, with hundreds of housing 
lots on the horizon in the north around Longford. 

The Launcerston City Council looked at the situation, and saw that so many residents of the north of the Northern 
Midlands worked, shopped, and visited the city for cafes, parks, restaurants, art galleries, museums and theatres in 
Launceston, that they wondered if the area should be part of Launcerston, in a Metropolitan Council Model. 

When I look at the situation, I wonder if there needs to be a Country Council Model for rural areas in Tasmania, with 
a planning scheme that reflects the rural environment and community. 

At present the City of Devonport looks like absorbing Kentish, but I wonder if this is democracy heading in the wrong 
direction, as the rural areas of Devonport cvould end up become a democratic desert, simply due to voters in the 
urban areas voting for locals candidates. 

While State and Federal electoral boundaries are determined by population, this is not the case with municipal 
boundaries. The reality on the ground is smaller land areas, as in Hobart and Launceston, have higher populations 
than larger land areas, as in the Southern Midlands and the rural lands of the Northern Midlands. 

We wait to see if the Launceston proposal for a Metropolitan Council Model is accepted. If that happens, what will 
be the democratic future of the rural areas of the Northern Midlands? 

It is fine to have compulsory voting, and it is  good move to have a polling day for Council voters, but unless a way is 
found to give Council representation back to the rural areas of the Northern Midlands, the fact of a democratic 
desert will continue and become further entrenched, as voters vote for local candidates in the rapidly growing urban 
area in the north of the Northern Midlands. 

Potential candidates for Councillor in the rural areas of the Northern Midlands, no matter how good they would be 
as a Councillor, may not bother standing in the next election, when they wake up to the fact that the numbers are 
stacked against them. 

In another context, this disparity in voter numbers in an electorate would be called a gerrymander. In this case, it is 
a democratic gerrymander, and it is growing, as the urban population in the north of the Northern Midlands 
skyrockets as  a suburban overflow from Launceston. 

I hope you will have this democratic disparity in the Northern Midlands thoroughly examined, and identify working 
solutions that will return democracy to the county people. 
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If the amalgamation of small Councils like Ross into the Northern Midlands was intended to be fair, it has failed. 
Ross had more democratic representation with the old Ross Council, compared to what it has now, with zero 
Councillors. 

Yours sincerely, 

Kim Peart 
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